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Approximate Total Registration 7,250 


The Rev. O. D. Wiles, chairman of the registra- 
tin committee for the Jubilee Congress, reports 
that the London office has now received applica- 
tions from 7,250, as of May 17, with requests still 
coming in. 

By continents the figures are: 

Europe, 2,780; the Americas, 3,950; Africa, 70; 
Asia, 75; and Australasia, 370. 

This total includes the British Isles. Because 
of limitations on seating capacity in Royal Albert 
Hall, registrations for the Baptists of Britain were 
closed March 31. 


Religious Liberty in Argentina 


Baptists throughout the world are watching the 
news from Argentina this month. The National 
Congress of that great Latin American republic 
has approved a revision of the constitution to sepa- 
rate church and state. 

The 1955 meeting of the Baptists of Argentina, 
held in the capital city in May, gave opportunity 
for this body of citizens to register their opinion 
publicly. Without taking part in the present con- 
flict between the Argentine government and the 
Catholic Church, the Baptists reaffirmed their his- 
toric position on the subject, and declared their 
whole-hearted support of any move to separate 
the political organization from the ecclesiastical 
powers. 

The declaration affirms that Baptists believe in 
acomplete religious liberty for all churches, which 
implies liberty of worship and liberty of propa- 
ganda or publicity for religious principles. It 
cites the statements of Baptists on this subject 
through the centuries and more recently in Argen- 
tina itself. 

An edition of 20,000 copies of a booklet by the 
Rev. Santiago Canclini entitled “Why the Church 
Must Be Separate from the State”, released by the 
Baptist Publishing House in Buenos Aires, will 
make a distinct contribution to the public discus- 
sion of this important political issue. A.T.O. 


Baptists of Hungary Welcome Leaders 
BWA President F. Townley Lord and Dr. E. A. 
Payne of London spent the first week of May in 
Hungary at the invitation of Baptist leaders and 
the Hungarian Ecumenical Council. They were 
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met at Budapest airport by the Rev. Laszlo Szabo, 
president of the Hungarian Baptist Union, and 
Bishop Lajos Veto of the Lutheran Church, along 
with several other church leaders. 

The welcome meeting was held in the Nap-Utca 
Baptist Church, which was nearly destroyed in a 
two-day bombing during World War II, but 
has been restored. The church was filled to 
capacity for this service and representatives of 
other denominations were identified in the audi- 
ence. Predominantly a Roman Catholic country, 
Hungary has several Protestant groups, the strong- 
est being the Reformed Church, with the Lutheran 
next in strength. Methodists have a small but 
effective program. Baptists have 20,000 church 
members and about 50,000 “adherents”, meeting 
in 500 congregations with 100 pastors, according 
to Dr. Lord. They maintain a seminary with 15 
students this year, three homes for the aged, and 
a “holiday home” for ministers and church work- 
ers. 

Dr. Lord and Dr. Payne visited one of the old 
people’s homes, situated at Kiskoros. It is more 
than fifty years old, and its inmates are all over 
80. On a special visit to a rest home, Mr. Szabo 
and the two English visitors called on Bishop Al- 
bert Berescky of the Reformed Church. Said Dr. 
Lord: “Dr. Berescky is a great leader. . . . This 
was the man who had the courage to declare 
from a Reformed pulpit in Budapest that their 
intolerant attitude to Baptists was something of 
which he felt ashamed, and that henceforth he 
would lead a new attitude of appreciation and true 
fellowship in the Gospel.” 

The BWA representatives were given an inter- 
view by the head of the Department of Religious 
Affairs. He assured them of the government’s in- 
terest in religious conferences at international 
level. He entertained them and the local religious 
leaders of various denominations at dinner. “I am 
assured by our Protestant leaders in Budapest,” 
said Dr. Lord, “that this government hospitality 
is typical of a situation in which, under the new 
regime, all religious groups are free to order their 
worship as equals. Gone are the days when com- 
paratively small groups like our Baptists in Hun- 
gary were treated as of no account.” 

In his conclusion of the report in The Baptist 
Times, May 12, the president said, “In Hungary, 
there is deep hunger for our Baptist fellowship.” 





Australasia 


New Zealand 


When Patricia North Murray set foot recently 
on Indian soil, she was the fourth generation mis- 
sionary of the North family to serve the Orient, ac- 
cording to the New Zealand Baptist. She and her 
husband are teachers. 

Alfred North was the first member of the family 
to leave New Zealand for missions in India. He 
became pastor of Lower Circular Road, an Eng- 
lish-speaking church in Calcutta. His son, Charles 
North, went to India as the first medical mis- 
sionary of New Zealand Baptists to that country. 
One of Dr. North’s sons, Everard, became a mis- 
sionary to China. Another was L. A. North, and 
it is his daughter now at work within a short 
distance of her father’s birthplace. 

Mr. L. A. North is secretary-elect of the New 
Zealand Baptist Union and Missionary Society, 
succeeding the Rev. P. F. Lanyon of Wellington. 
After the Jubilee Congress in London, Mr. North 
will make an official tour of New Zealand Baptist 
missions in India and Pakistan. 


Europe 


Holland 


At the invitation of the Moscow Patriarch of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, a delegation of four 
representing the Ecumenical Council of Churches 
in Holland are to pay a visit to Moscow, this 
month. One of the representatives is the president 
of the Baptist Union of Holland, Rev. F. E. 


Huizinga, Hengelo. 
Scotland 


A statistical summary of the six-week All-Scot- 
land Crusade, conducted by Billy Graham and 
his team, reveals that the 52,253 decisions for 
Christ include those for all the relay services, not 
just for Glasgow, as reported in the May Baptist 
Worip. In Kelvin Hall, Ibrox Stadium and 
Hampden Park, decisions for Christ totaled 19,835. 
Other Crusade meetings conducted by Dr. Graham 
or his team members brought 3,174 more de- 
cisions. Ministers in charge of the relay services 
had reported, up to May 1, a total of 29,244 de- 
cisions for Christ at Crusade meetings. 

The total attendance as recorded by this sum- 
mary was 2,647,365. 


Latin America 


Argentina 


By vote of both houses of the national legisla- 
ture, Roman Catholic instruction in the public 
schools has been abolished, according to the cor- 
respondent from Argentina for THE Baptist 
Wortp. The legislative bodies also voted to abro- 
gate tax exemption of property owned by religious 


bodies. A law separating church and state j; 
under discussion, with considerable support from 
the majority of political parties, including the one 
in power, and since this entails an amendment tp 
the constitution, a national convention may }, 
called. 

The Baptists of Argentina and Paraguay heli 
their 47th annual convention May 12-15 in Buenos 
Aires with 278 messengers present representing 
103 of the 170 churches of the convention. Foy; 
new churches were admitted to membership. The 
motto “Every Baptist a Tither” was adopted and 
the emphasis of the entire convention program 
was stewardship. 

A special session was devoted to a farewell to 
the Rev. Santiago Canclini, Argentina’s official 
representative at the Jubilee Congress of the Bap. 
tist World Alliance. 

Argentine Baptists opened the first unit of a 
home for the aged last October, and are soon to 
open a children’s home. A missionary couple ap. 
pointed by the Argentine Home Mission Boacd js 
now in service in Tierra del Fuego, the “utter. 
most” part of the South American continent. 

Religious broadcasting is being restricted again 
in Argentina, according to reports to the Conven. 
tion, and only a few Baptist churches are on the 
air. A resolution was passed, declaring the Bap. 
tist position on church-state relationship. The 
Rev. Alfonso Olmedo, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of San Luis, was elected president, a 
office he was compelled to resign in 1953 after 
a serious automobile accident. 

Haiti 

The Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety, a Negro-American agency, suffered two seri- 
ous losses to its mission on the island of Haiti this 
year. On February 22, the superintendent, the 
Rev. Rudolph D. B. Cross, was drowned, and one 
month later the Teacherage, used as the home ol 
the superintendent, was destroyed by fire. Mrs. 
Cross and the two baby girls were in Trinidad 
following the funeral of Mr. Cross when the fire 
occurred. Most of the contents of the building 
were destroyed, and the loss was only partially 
covered by insurance. 

Executive Secretary Wendell C. Somerville of 
Washington, D. C., flew to Haiti to deal with the 
two emergencies and his executive committee has 
launched plans to rebuild. Mr. Cross’ successor 
has not been named. 


Middle East 
Israel 


The new Baptist Center in downtown Tel Aviv 
was destroyed with battering rams under a munici- 
pal order in the hands of the police March |, 
according to authoritative reports from Nazareth. 
Within two weeks this center was to have been 
opened for reading, recreation, Bible study and 
worship. It had been prepared at a cost of $5,000. 








It is believed that pressure from the Orthodox 
Rabbinate frightened the owner of the building 
who had made the space available to the Mission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, and he can- 
celed his contract. When the missionary insisted 
upon occupying the center, it was demolished. The 
issue will be taken to the Israel Supreme Court. 

Also in Tel Aviv, a young Israeli protested 
by a hunger strike the national law which forbids 
him to marry a Christian. The Rabbis told his 
fanceé that the only way out of their dilemma is 
for her to become a Jew. Baptists in Israel are 
insympathy with Moshé Barak and Orria Stanke- 
vitch, and are taking their side in the struggle for 
a civil marriage law in democratic Israel. 

The Nazareth Baptist Church had the largest 
baptismal service in its history last April 24. 
Fifteen candidates, all carefully trained in the 
meaning and responsibilities of church member- 
ship, are the result of the Nazareth revival which 
began four years ago. 


North America 


American and Southern Baptist Conventions 
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A plea for greater co-operation between Bap- 
tists of the north and south was made at the 
Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Miami, 
Florida, in May, by the first vice-president of the 
American Baptist Convention, Dr. Herbert Gezork 
of Newton Centre, Massachusetts. The American 
Baptist Convention received an invitation from 
the Southern Baptist Convention to co-operate 
ina five-year evangelistic crusade to “win America 
for Christ,” delivered in person by the newly- 
elected president, Dr. Casper C. Warren of Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, to the Convention in session 
in Atlantic City. 

The National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., 
and the National Baptist Convention of America, 
both Negro-American groups, are also being in- 
vied to participate in the crusade, which will start 
in 1959 and culminate in 1964, the 150th anni- 
versary of organized Baptist work on this con- 
tinent. 

The Southern Convention designated 1957 for 
an emphasis on world missions, and especially the 
need for missionary volunteers. For 1958 the 
Convention set a goal of a million dollars a week 
for its Cooperative Program. 

Overwhelming approval was given a resolution 
commending the movement for Church-State sep- 
aration, especially in Latin American countries. 
Commendation of President Eisenhower for “pa- 
tient diplomatic conduct” and the disposition to 
“exhaust every possible means toward peace with- 
out war,” was also voted by the Convention. The 
9,000 messengers deplored isolationism which 
would “withdraw this nation’s influence from un- 
derprivileged areas of the world.” 

The program of newspaper advertising, pro- 
posed by the Executive Committee as a means of 
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publishing Baptist beliefs in daily papers, was 
adopted. This Convention serves a territory which 
has 995 daily and 4,500 weekly newspapers. The 
advertising space for the message is to be bought 
by local churches. 

The 1956 convention will be held in Kansas 
City, Missouri; the next in Chicago; and the 1958 
meeting in Houston, Texas. 

Dr. V. E. Devadutt, past president of the Bap- 
tist Union of Pakistan, India, Burma, and Ceylon, 
addressed the American Baptist Convention, call- 
ing for a vital ministry that meets the specific 
needs of the contemporary scene. A partnership 
of equality in which there is no “senior partner” is 
the mission of the West in future, he declared. 

A reorganization plan designed to eliminate 
duplication of activities and authority within the 
organization of the Convention was approved in 





Meet the Youth Secretary 


Joel Sorenson, native of 
Sweden, became youth 
secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance, January 
1, 1950. He was edu- 
cated at the University 
of Stockholm and Col- 
gate-Rochester Divinity 
School, Rochester, New 
York. He was secretary 
of the Baptist Young 
People’s Union of Sweden, 1944-49. He became 
a member of the Stockholm City Council at the 
age of 26, the youngest man ever to hold member- 
ship in that Council, and served until his BWA 
travel responsibilities required his resignation. He 
married Ruth Bishop of Chicago, and they have 
a daughter and a son. On October 1, Dr. Soren- 
son will become pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Stockholm. 








principle, and deferred for final action until the 
1956 meeting in Seattle, Washington. New York 
will continue to be denominational headquarters 
for the present. 

Retiring president V. Carney Hargroves of Phila- 
delphia addressed the 5,000 delegates and visitors, 
citing a need for changes in missionary methods. 
Missionaries, he said, should go as “Christians 
to various parts of the world, not as Americans 
or Westerners,” and they must “more closely iden- 
tify themselves” with the people and the cultures 
of the countries in which they work. 

The Convention’s ten-year-old Juvenile Protec- 
tion Program was termed “embarrassingly suc- 
cessful,” in the report of its director. In every 
area where the program has operated, juvenile 
delinquency has gone down dramatically, he de- 
clared, but the staff responsible for the program 
receives twice as many calls as it can handle. 












































New presidents of two major American Bap- 
tist bodies are Frank A. Nelson, a Baptist layman 
of Racine, Wisconsin, for the American Baptist 
Convention and the Rev. C. C. Warren, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, for the Southern Baptist Convention. 


Unofficial ambassador from Midland, Texas, to 
Turkey is a Baptist coed of Baylor University, who 
was graduated as a sociology major last month. 
She is Dephane Tabor, chairman of the Baylor 
Religious Hour and secretary of the student body. 
She sails June 15 for Amsterdam, and will be met 
in Istanbul or Constantinople by her “adopted 
family” with whom she will spend the summer. 


A motor caravan of Italian young people will 
make the trip across Europe to the Jubilee Con- 
gress in London. Italy will have more than 40 
representatives, including American missionaries, 
Dr. and Mrs. W. Dewey Moore and two of their 
daughters from Rome. 


First Medical Missions conference ever held by 
Southern Baptists, U. S. A., attracted 150 doctors, 
nurses, and medical students. Staged in Okla- 
homa City, under auspices of the Foreign Mission 
Board, the conference featured discussion by fur- 
loughed missionaries on the need for medical 
recruits. 


President Eisenhower received 130 Baptist min- 
isters and wives at the White House during the 
three-week evangelistic crusade beginning Easter 
Sunday in the churches of the capital area, Wash- 
ington, D. C. A Baptist friend, Senator Frank 
Carlson of Kansas, presented the out-of-town visi- 
tors and their pastor hosts, to the President. 


Burma Baptists will be represented in London 
by several men and women, including Thra Tun 
Shein, new secretary of the Burma Baptist Union; 
Daw Hla Shein, principal of Kemmendine Girls’ 
School; U Zaw Yaw, principal of the Cutkai 
(Kachin) Bible Training School; and Maung San 
Kyn, youth leader. The two educators are to 
visit the U.S. A. for graduate work following the 
Congress. 


Visiting American Baptist institutions, en route 
to London, is Dr. J. Ayson Clifford, vice-principal 
of New Zealand’s theological college. After a tour 
of Europe, he will enter the American School of 
Oriental Research at Jerusalem for a term. Youth 
Director J. J. Burt of New Zealand is spending 
the first six months of 1955 in the U.S. A., study- 
ing Baptist methods and organizations. 


Sweden’s Baptist Secretary, Dr. Erik Ruden, 
reached the U.S.A. March 29 for a visit among 
American and Swedish-American Baptists. His 
Union represents 500 churches with 35,000 mem- 
bers. Another 25,000 Baptists in Sweden are 
outside the union. 


Philippine Baptists will be represented at th 
Jubilee Congress by the Rev. and Mrs. J. T. Vafloy, 
He, a former Roman Catholic, is general secre. 
tary of the Convention of Philippine Churche, 
Senora Remedios is vice-president of the [loily 
Christian Women’s Union. They both plan ty 
spend three months in the States after the BWA 
Congress. 


370 college and seminary students have hee, 
appointed by the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board to invest the summer vacation, 1955, in mis. 
sion work. Under the supervision of veteran mis. 
sionaries, the students will minister among the 
foreign-language groups, migrant workers, Ne. 
groes, Indians, isolated country people, children 
in Good Will centers and in city missions pr. 
grams. 


Chairman of the Ceylon Baptist Council, the 
Rev. Cyril H. Ratnaike, who will represent his 
country at the Jubilee Congress, reached Great 
Britain April 5. He attended the meetings of the 
Baptist Union in May and is traveling widely 
among the churches. 


A Baptist Student Center adjacent to the 
campus of the University of Havana is being 
erected by the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board. The director of the B.S.U. work is Mis 
sionary Ondina Maristany, graduate in law of the 
school, and alumna of Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. The uni. 
versity was founded in 1721 and has a student 
body of 15,000. 


Twelve organs, musica] instruments for mission 
churches in Bolivia, have been finally released by 
the customs officials and the Baptist Mission 
granted exemption from customs duties, according 
to word from the Canadian Mission Secretary, 
Dr. H. S. Hillyer. The instruments were received 
with great joy by the small churches. 


Baptists in Nigeria, West Africa, opened 150 
new schools to help accommodate the 375,000 new 
pupils who entered schools in the Western division 
of the country at the beginning of 1955, Dr. George 
W. Sadler reported to the Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, U. S. A. More than 1,000 representatives 
of 401 Baptist churches of Nigeria attended the 
recent Nigerian Baptist Convention. 


The Belgian Congo British Baptist mission 
fields will be represented at the Jubilee Congress 
by the only two fully-trained African pastors of the 
country: Jacques Nzakimwena, whose father was 
the village evangelist at Kimgemba, and Samuel 
Koli, son of non-Christian parents but graduate of 
mission schools. They both reached London in 
April. 


In Parana, South Brazil, the Baptist Mission 
ary Society (British) has opened a pioneer and 
experimental mission project with the Rev. and 
Mrs. A. C. Elder as first missionaries, stationed 
at Ponta Grossa. 





